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his mother began so long ago as 1891 to publish Documentos Escogidos from the Alba collec-
tion, and seven years later issued at a nominal price the beautiful illustrated Catalogo of the
MSS. at the Palacio de Liria, and presented both to the British Museum and other English
institutions, the author of " Elizabethan England " is the first English historian who has made
use of these materials.
The imperfect comprehension of Spain has not been due to inaccessibility of Spanish MSS.
It is rather from lack of recognition of the need for historic justice to that Power upon whose
Empire while Philip II was King the sun never set; but which it is an established convention
of English Modern History to depreciate.1
Though there has been in the i9th and 20th centuries an increasingly wide extension of
facilities for the study of history, specialism cannot achieve such constructive results as ensue
from the co-ordination by one mind of many allied subjects. The men of the i6th century
expected history to enable them to feel as if they had w travelled in all ages" and been " con-
versant with all affairs"2 and to them the chief use of "humane learning" was as a means
to develope " soundness of judgment."3
Modern specialism may be accurate within its chosen limits and yet give a misleading
general impression. For example, there was published in London in 1930 (ed: A. V. Judges)
a quarto volume on " The Elizabethan Underworld," bringing together many narratives, satirical
and otherwise, of " vagabonds, thieves, rogues, and cozeners," and every sort of low knave. From
this, the public might be tempted to assume that a large proportion of the Elizabethan populace
were cynical ruffians. But far more representative of the " common sorte" was the gallant
gunner Job Hortop (whose fortitude and fidelity we have seen in E.E., Vol. I, p. 305); and from
a selection of street ballads we can form a clearer idea of the people of England than from
specialising in vice and crime.
The power of example was understood both by high and low; and when Sir Humphrey
Gilbert aspired to found " a most notable Academy," he inculcated that " all the noble exploits
that ever were or are to be " performed, should be " continually kept in fresh remembrance ":
and that history, theology, cosmography, cartography, seamanship, martial exercises, mathematics,
heraldry, music, medicine, and ancient and modern languages should be so taught as to enable
every pupil to understand and practise " Chevallrie, Pollicy, and Philosophic."
Sir Humphrey's plan for co-ordination o£ arts and sciences is deserving of attention in all its
details (see E.E., Vol. II, pp. 209-220). Himself educated at Oxford, he saw where the existing
system could be improved.
What we now call "economics" are the results of numerous factors, hereditary and
1 Mr. Aubrey F. G. Bell remonstrated in his " Notes on the Spanish Renaissance" (Revue Hispanique,
I93°)> and in his 'Luis de Leon" 1925 (p. 13) he remarked that "Even the Cambridge Modern
History declares that 'Spain was definitely on the side of those forces which were reacting against
the liberal studies of the Renaissance'; 'Greek learning did not prosper in the Peninsula' (vol. i,
The Renaissance, p. 578). It would be possible to fill a chapter with similar quotations, in which
' the ignorance of Spain' bears a meaning quite different from that intended by the authors."
Formerly an official in the British Museum, Aubrey Bell is a scholar well known in Spain and
Portugal; he was especially praised by the late King Manuel. But his name is yet another omission
from the aforementioned list.
2Haywarde, "The First Part of the Life and Reign of King Henrie the llll" 1599.
3E.E., Vol. I. p. xxxii.

